
 

 
 

Highest level of qualification Comparison against national 
average/core cities 

Key groups (high representation) 
Top ten wards  
(and IMD rank) 

Economy, industry and occupation 

No qualifications 
 Higher than national average 

 Higher than all core cities, 
except Liverpool 

 Older people 

 Older females aged 50-64 and 65+ 

 Younger Males aged 16-24 

 White (30%) and Asian/British 

Asian ((28%) specifically Pakistani 

and Bangladeshi) 

 People with disabilities 

1.Washwood Heath (1) 

 More likely to be economically inactive or unemployed(very high 

levels across the board) 

 More likely to be in routine occupations 

 Earning 20% less than those with low qualifications 

 Need to decrease number of low qualifications (-22%) to meet 

future industry skill demand  

2.Bordesley Green (6 

3.Shard End (7) 

4.Sparkbrook (2) 

5.Aston (4) 

6.Lozells and East Handsworth (5) 

7.Kingstanding (8) 

8.South Yardley (14) 

9.Tyburn (11) 

10.Nechells ((3) 

Low qualifications 

(Level 1+2) 
(Between 1-5+ GSCEs and 

equivalent) 

 Lower than national average 

 Highest amongst core cities 

 People aged 16-24 and 35-49 

 Females aged 50-64 

 Mixed ethnicity ((37%) specifically 

White and Black mixed ethnicity) 

and Black/African/Caribbean 

((22%, specifically Other Black) 

 People with disabilities 

1. South Yardley (14) 

 More likely to be economically inactive or unemployed than 

those with higher qualifications 

 More likely to be in routine or intermediate occupations  

 Earn 85% less than someone with a degree 

 Need to increase no. of low qualifications to meet the future skills 

needs from Birmingham industry/economy 

2. Northfield (29) 

3. Shard End (7) 

4. Longbridge (23) 

5. Billesley (22) 

6. Acocks Green (15) 

7. Oscott (27) 

8. Nechells (3) 

9. Bordesley Green (6) 

10. Sparkbrook (2) 

Higher qualifications 

(Level 4+) 
(Degree or equivalent and 

higher) 

 Lower than national average 

 Lower than all core cities, 
except Liverpool and 
Nottingham 

 Younger people (specifically 25-

34) 

 Females aged 16-24 

 Other Ethnicity (27%)  

 Chinese, Indian and Other White 

 People with no disabilities 

1. Ladywood (10) 

 More likely to be economically active and employed than 

economically inactive 

 More likely to get a higher managerial, administrative and 

professional occupation 

 Earning 85% more than someone with low qualifications 

 Need to greatly increase no. of high qualifications (+15%) to meet 

future skills needs 

2. Moseley and Kings Heath (25) 

3. Harborne (33) 

4. Edgbaston (34) 

5. Sutton Four Oaks (40) 

6. Bournville (32) 

7. Sutton Vesey (37) 

8. Sutton Trinity (38) 

9. Selly Oak (35) 

10. Sutton New Hall (39) 

Apprenticeships 
 Lower than national average 

 Lower than all the core cities, 
except Manchester 

 People aged 50-64 

 Males (although gap is narrower 

with 16-24 age group) 

 White 

 Disabled people whose activities 

are limited a little 

1. Northfield (29) 

 More likely to be economically active and employed than 

economically inactive 

 More likely to be in routine occupation 

 No information available on apprenticeships and earnings.  

 No information available on future skills and apprenticeships.  

2. Sutton New Hall (39) 

3. Oscott (27) 

4. Sutton Vesey (37) 

5. Sutton Trinity (38) 

6. Sutton Four Oaks (40) 

7. Sheldon (28) 

8. Longbridge (23) 

9. Billesley (22) 

10. Bartley Green (18) 

Other qualifications 

(Vocational/Work-related 

Qualifications, Foreign 

Qualifications) 

 Higher than national average 

 Higher than all core cities, 
except Manchester 

 People aged 25-34 and 35-49 

 Males 

 Asian/Asian British ((11%) 

specifically Pakistani) and Other 

Ethnic Group (16%) 

 No significant findings with regards 

to disability 

1. Soho (9) 

 More likely to be economically active and employed than 

economically inactive 

 Earning 10% less than someone with low qualifications 

 No information available on other qualifications and type of 

occupation 

 No information available on future skills and other qualifications 

2. Nechells (3) 

3. Handsworth Wood (24) 

4. Lozells and East Handsworth (5) 

5. Bordesley Green (6) 

6. Springfield (16) 

7. Ladywood (10) 

8. Washwood Heath (1) 

9. Sparkbrook (2) 

10. Aston (4) 
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